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Education:
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MIT undergraduate courses are found at http://web.mit.edu/17.42/www/; and at
http://www.mit.edu/afs/athena/course/17/17.40/www/.

Current positions:
Ford international professor of political science, Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
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Member of the MIT Security Studies Program.
Chair, Tobin Project national security working group.

Other teaching:
Instructor, Princeton University politics department, 1982-83.
Instructor, Tufts University political science department, 1981-82.
U.C. Davis political science department, 1977-1979, four courses.

Editorial:
Managing editor, International Security, 1984-1987.

Authored books:
Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell University Press, July 1999) (262

pp.)  Also published in Chinese translation.
Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1997)

(128 pp.)  Also published in Chinese, Japanese, Russian, Spanish, Portuguese, and Greek
translations.

Edited books:
How to Make America Safe: New Policies for National Security (Cambridge, MA: Tobin

Project, 2006)
Co-editor with Steven E. Miller and Sean M. Lynn-Jones, Military Strategy and the Origins of

the First World War, 2nd. ed. rev. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1991). 
Co-editor with Sean M. Lynn-Jones and Steven E. Miller, Nuclear Diplomacy and Crisis

Management (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1990).
Co-editor with Sean M. Lynn-Jones and Steven E. Miller, Soviet Military Policy (Cambridge:

MIT Press, 1989).
Co-editor with Steven E. Miller, Naval Strategy and American Security (Princeton: Princeton

University Press, 1988). 



Co-editor with Steven E. Miller, The Star Wars Controversy (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1986).

Articles and book chapters:
"Public Diplomacy: Ideas for the War of Ideas," Middle East Policy, Vol. 16, No. 3 (Fall

2009): 106-134.  With Peter Krause.
"Foreword," in A. Trevor Thrall and Jane K. Cramer, eds., American Foreign Policy and the

Politics of Fear: Threat Inflation since 9/11 (London: Routledge, 2009): xi-xvi.
"Offense/Defense Dominance," in Encyclopedia of Power (Sage, forthcoming.)
"A Farewell to Geopolitics," in Melvyn P. Leffler and Jeffrey W. Legro, eds., To Lead the

World: American Strategy after the Bush Doctrine (Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press,
July 2008): 11-35.

"The War on Terror: Forgotten Lessons from World War II," Middle East Policy, Vol. 14,
No. 2 (Summer 2007): 59-68, online at
http://web.mit.edu/ssp/people/vanevera/faculty_vanevera.html.  An earlier version is "The
War on Terror: Forgotten Lessons of World War II," (MIT Center for International Studies,
Audit of the Conventional Wisdom, October 2006).

"Iraq: Canary in a Coal Mine," MIT International Review, Vol. 1, No. 1 (Spring 2007),
online at http://web.mit.edu/mitir/.

"Bush Administration, Weak on Terror," Middle East Policy, Vol. 13, No. 4 (Winter 2006):
28-38, online at http://web.mit.edu/ssp/people/vanevera/faculty_vanevera.html.  An earlier
version is "The Bush Administration is Weak on Terror" (MIT Center for International
Studies, Audit of the Conventional Wisdom, October 2006), and online at
http://web.mit.edu/pdf/Audit_10_06a_VanEvera.pdf.

"American Foreign Policy for the New Era," in Stephen Van Evera, ed. How to Make
America Safe: New Policies for National Security (Cambridge, MA: Tobin Project, 2006):
84-96.

"Assessing U.S. Strategy in the War on Terror," The Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science, Vol. 607, No. 1 (September 2006): 10-26.  DOI:
10.1177/0002716206291492.  Online at
http://web.mit.edu/ssp/people/vanevera/faculty_vanevera.html.  A shorter version is: "On
Every Front: A Strategy for the War on Terror," in Stephen Van Evera, ed. How to Make
America Safe: New Policies for National Security (Cambridge, MA: Tobin Project, 2006):
47-59.  An excerpt is: "The War on Terror," in Padraig O' Malley, Paul L. Atwood, and
Patricia Peterson, eds., Sticks and Stones: Living With Uncertain Wars (Boston: University
of Massachusetts Press, 2006): 79-83.

"The Israeli-Palestinian Flashpoint," in Derek S. Reveron and Jeffrey Stevenson Murer, eds.,
Flashpoints in the War on Terrorism: Understanding the Hot Spots that Stoke the Fire
(Palgrave, 2006).  Online at http://web.mit.edu/ssp/people/vanevera/faculty_vanevera.html.

"Vital Interest: Winning the War on Terror Requires a Mideast Peace Settlement," The
American Conservative, Vol. 4, No. 5 (March 14, 2005): 7-10.  Online at
http://web.mit.edu/ssp/people/vanevera/faculty_vanevera.html.  A longer version is: "Why
U.S. National Security Requires Mideast Peace" (MIT Center for International Studies,
Audit of the Conventional Wisdom 05-5, May 2005), online at
web.mit.edu/cis/pdf/Audit_5_05_VanEvera.pdf.

"Why States Believe Foolish Ideas: Non-self-evaluation by States and Societies," in Andrew
K. Hanami, ed., Perspectives on Structural Realism (NY: Palgrave, 2003): 163-198.

"Weighing the Navy," Defense Analysis,  Vol. 17, No. 3 (December 2001).  With Harvey
Sapolsky and David Burbach.

"Primordialism Lives!", APSA-CP: Newsletter of the Organized Section in Comperative
Politics of the American Political Science Association, Vol. 12, No. 1 (Winter 2001): 20-
22.

"Ideas Have Consequences: American Beliefs on the Causes of War," in the Oxford
Companion to Military History (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999).  With David



Mendeloff.
"Why They Fight: Hypotheses on the Causes of Contemporary Deadly Conflict," Security

Studies, Vol. 7, No. 3 (Spring 1998), pp. 1-50.  With Daniel Byman.
"Correspondence: Taking Offense at Offense-Defense Theory," International Security, Vol.

23, No. 3 (Winter 1998/99): 195-200.  A reply to articles by James Davis, Bernard Finel
and Stacey Goddard in the same issue of IS.

"Offense, Defense, and the Causes of War," International Security, Vol. 22, No. 4 (Spring
1998): 5-43.  Reprinted in Michael E. Brown, Owne, R. Coté, Jr.,  Sean M. Lynn-Jones and
Steven E. Miller, Theories of War and Peace (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1998); and in Robert
Art and Kenneth Waltz, The Use of Force, 5th ed. (Lanham: University Press of America,
1999).

"When Peace Means War: The Partition that Dare Not Speak Its Name," The New Republic,
December 18, 1995: 16-21.  With John Mearsheimer. 

"Hypotheses on Nationalism and War," International Security, Vol. 18, No. 4 (Spring 1994):
5-39; reprinted in Robert Art and Robert Jervis, International Politics,  4th ed. (NY:
HarperCollins,  1996).

"Managing the Eastern Crisis: Preventing War in the Former Soviet Empire," Security
Studies, Vol. 1, No. 3 (Spring 1992), pp. 361-381.  Adapted versions appear in Carol Rae
Hansen, ed. The New World Order: Rethinking America' s Global Role (Flaggstaff, Ariz.:
Arizona Honors Academy Press, 1992), pp. 19-49; Steven R. Dorr and Neysa M. Slater,
eds. European Military and Political Environment in a Post Cold War Era (Washington,
D.C.: Defense Academic Research Support Program, 1992): 9-22; and Boston Review,
November/December 1992.

"Primed for Peace: Europe After the Cold War," International Security, Vol. 15, No. 3
(Winter 1990/91): 7-57.  An updated version appears in Beverly Crawford, ed., The Future
of European Security (Berkeley, CA: Center for German and European Studies, UC
Berkeley, 1992): 170-215. 

"Why Europe Matters, Why the Third World Doesn' t: American Grand Strategy After the
Cold War," Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 13, No. 2 (June 1990); 1-51.

"The Case Against Intervention," Atlantic Monthly, July 1990: 72-80.  Adapted and updated
versions appeared in Security Studies, Vol. 1, No. 1 (Fall 1991); in Joseph Kruzel, ed.,
American Defense Annual 1991-1992 (Lexington, Mass.: Lexington Books, 1991); in
Boston Review, Sept./Oct. 1991; and in Charles W. Kegley, Jr. and Eugene R. Wittkopf,
eds., The Future of American Foreign Policy (New York: St. Martin' s, 1992).  An earlier
version appeared in Defense & Disarmament Alternatives, Vol. 3, No. 3 (March 1990).  An
extended version appeared in Kenneth A. Oye, Robert J.  Lieber, and Donald Rothchild,
eds., Eagle in a New World (New York: HarperCollins,  1992).

"Analysis or Propaganda?  Measuring American Strategic Nuclear Capabilities, 1969-1984,"
and accompanying SIOP software, in Steven E. Miller and Lynn Eden, eds., Nuclear
Arguments: Understanding the Strategic Nuclear Arms and Arms Control Debates (Ithaca,
N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1989), pp. 172-263.  With Michael Salman and Kevin
Sullivan.

"Why Cooperation Failed in 1914," World Politics,  Vol. 38, No. 1 (Fall 1985): 80-117.
"The Cult of the Offensive and the Origins of the First World War," International Security,

Vol. 9, No. 1 (Summer 1984): 58-107.  Reprinted in Robert Art and Kenneth Waltz, The
Use of Force, 3rd ed. and 4th ed. (Lanham: University Press of America, 1988, 1993); and
in Steven E. Miller, ed., Military Strategy and the Origins of the First World War 1st ed.
and 2nd ed. (Princeton: Princeton Unversity Press, 1985 and 1991). 

"Reagan Administration Defense Policy: Departure from Containment," in Kenneth A. Oye,
Robert J.  Lieber & Donald Rothchild, eds., Eagle Defiant: U.S. Foreign Policy in the
1980s (Boston: Little, Brown, 1983): 67-104.  A revised version appeared in Oye et al.,
eds., Eagle Resurgent?  The Reagan Era in American Foreign Policy (Boston: Little,
Brown, 1987): 75-114.  With Barry Posen. 

"Overarming and Underwhelming," Foreign Policy 40, (Fall, 1980): 99-118.  With Barry



Posen.
"Fear, Apathy and Discrimination: A Test of Three Explanations of Political Participation,"

American Political Science Review, Vol. 67, No. 4 (December 1973): 1288-1306.  With
Lester M. Salamon.

"A Family Assistance Plan: 40 Acres and a Mule?" New South, Vol. 26, No. 4 (Fall 1971):
70-74.
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